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Popov's estimate " that of five to ten persons who lived
in one yurta (a nomad's tent) only one could see; all the
rest had to feel their way about ".

A Yakut woman was a mere slave, forced to grind the
corn, tend the cattle, and perform the household tasks.
Like cattle, she was bought and sold. Child mortality
was high; women gave birth to children on a bed of moss
strewn on the cold clay floor.

Whole tribes became extinct. The race was in decay.
The Yakut language was suppressed. In such schools as
existed it was a forbidden tongue. In Tsarist days only
2 per cent, could read or write. There was no Yakut
alphabet.

And now the Soviet missionaries have visited Yakutia,
and the land has changed completely in a score of years.
Aeroplanes fly over its impenetrable recesses, where the
foot of man has never trodden, drawing maps and studying
the contours from above. The new Lena line connects the
Siberian Railway with the Lena River. The new Amur-
Yakut motor road, 869 kilometres in length, runs from the
railway through the depths of Yakutian territory, which
never before saw a road.

Great efforts are made to turn the Northern Sea Route
into a normally operating water-way. The flashing light-
house appears in northern waters, with ice-breaking ships
and aeroplanes to guide and protect the merchant-vessels.
With the solution of the problems of the Northern Sea Route
the conquest of the Far North will be complete.

Food problems are a matter of paramount importance
in the Far North. And the Soviets confront them with
success. Vitaminous vegetables and fresh milk are a
vital need: tc The anti-scorbutic vitamin ' C ' is the basis
of the cultivation of the Arctic lands." It was found
impracticable to convey these weighty vegetable products
through distances so vast. And needless too. The
northern lands themselves develop an agriculture of their
own. Thirty thousand agricultural machines work on the
fields of Yakutia, and in a land where mercury freezes in
thermometers in winter time, tomatoes, radishes, cucum-
bers, and water-melons flourish side by side with heavy